
 
Newsletter Number 12 

FUTURE EVENTS.  Will be held in Christchurch, King Street, Great Yarmouth, NR30 2HL 

at 7.30pm. 

November 26 Talk by Nevv Moore, Founder of Harbour Radio.   “Harbour Radio and Views 	 	
	 about Great Yarmouth”

January 7 Andrew Fitchett, Coastal Editor and Editor of the Mercury will be talking about his role 
	 as editor and his views on Great Yarmouth.

February 25 Lady Agnew, High Sheriff of Norfolk.  “Reflections on my year as High Sheriff”.


RECENT MEETINGS AND VISITS 

August 5.  Gorleston, Acle and Broads Trip. 

This trip was arranged by the Broads Authority.  We started at the Gorleston allotments where 
ponds and channels had been dug out with a view to naturalising the area.   We then had a tour 
around Acle seeing the defensive measures, especially the pill boxes which were built during the 
last war.   After lunch at the Thurne Lion we had a guided tour of the Thurne Windmill by Debra 
Nicholson.  It was built in 1820 and refurbished after it was bought by Bob Morse in 1949.  It is 
one of the few drainage mills still working by wind power.


September 3 Andrew Hayden gave a talk on the Organs and organists of St. Nicholas Church 
towards the end of the 19th Century.  It was fascinating to hear the many arguments and politics 
involved which hindered the development of the organ in its various forms.  The eventual version 
by Binns was destroyed in the firebombing on 25 June 1942.




September 10  Guided Tour of St. John’s Church, 
Great Yarmouth by Dr. Paul Davies 

The church was built in the 1850s for fishermen and 
their families and lies just west of the seafront.   
Over the years many additions were made but 
eventually it was closed and bought by the Great 
Yarmouth Preservation Trust in 2016.  The Trust has 
made it structurally sound to keep out the rain and 
pigeons and now a sustainable use for it is being 
sought.


October 5. Regional Meeting of Civic Societies in Colchester.  

John Hughes and I attended from Great Yarmouth.  There were two from Norwich and one each 
from March, Ipswich and Hunstanton.  6 from Colchester.  Colchester has visits but no lectures as 
these are covered by the Friends of  Colchester.  They have monthly coffee morning/discussion 
groups.  They have an Eyes and Ears Group which reports on graffiti, potholes, dead trees etc.    
Norwich publishes ‘Aspects of Norwich’ which is free to members but retails at £5.   

After the meeting there was a conducted tour of parts of old Colchester.   These meetings are 
very useful for exchanging information and learning from each other.  The next one will be held 
in March, Cambridgeshire in the spring.  

October 7 Talk by Carl Smith, Leader of GYBC followed by the AGM 

“A vibrant economy, a quality environment, good quality homes, a community working together 
with an efficient and effective council focused on the outcomes.”  This was the theme of Carl 
Smith’s talk.


He covered a wide range of topics starting with the railway station which had £2M spent on the 
area in front of it but the building itself left a great deal to be desired and the Council was pressing 
for investment here.  He had been assured that once all the new trains were running there would 
be no more cancellations between Yarmouth and Norwich.  


The Council owns most of the land either side of the Conge and there are plans for high quality 
homes to be built there.  


Great Yarmouth is one of 53 towns which have passed the first stage for money from the Future 
High Street Fund and has been awarded £150,000 to produce a sound business case which will 
see improvements from the Minster to St. George’s Theatre.   The Council wants to see a vibrant 
community and the plans which are being developed are very exciting.


The Waterways and Boating Lake regeneration, part funded by a £2M Lottery Grant, has been a 
great success and has received national recognition and Michael Portillo has been filming there.  
There was concern from a member of the audience about the ongoing maintenance but he was 
assured that a trust had been established to oversee this.  He felt that the new Marina Centre 
would be a “game changer” and they had benefitted by experiences of other resorts.


The application for Heritage Lottery Funding for the Winter Gardens had been turned down 
because of lack of a strong business case but he informed the audience that a partner of national 
importance had been found which would enable a new application to be put forward.  The new 
Premier Inn on the seafront had been 90% full since it opened and the old Aquarium has been 
completely gutted to reveal its original walls.  Five new cinemas will be created here with comfy 
seats.




Great Yarmouth is the centre of the country’s offshore energy sector and is encouraging other 
investment such as Brine Flow’s £7M liquid fertilizer plant.   The company is using local materials 
and local firms to build it.


Gorleston High Street is a great success with many independent shops and at Beacon Park the 
Council’s building firm, Equinox, is building good quality homes.


He was very proud of being Leader of 39 very hard working councillors, a great chief executive 
and talented council officers all of whom work together as a team.  In addition, they work closely 
with Norfolk County Council and neighbouring councils.


In answering many questions he explained that the Council had set aside £2.5M to purchase land 
and properties on North Quay and negotiations were ongoing to solve the ownership of the 
Vauxhall bridge so that the second part could be refurbished.


He agreed that a tourist information office  should be in the town centre and work is underway to 
achieve that.


Brian Ollington was disappointed that although the Gorleston Rotary Club had raised £65,000 to 
build the Gorleston Bandstand the number of bands paid to perform there had declined to zero 
over the years.   Carl Smith explained that this was a tourist authority responsibility but he would 
make enquiries as to what could be done.


He was disappointed that the Nelson Museum was closing but hoped that most of the collection 
could be retained and exhibited in the town.


He acknowledged the poor state of many of the properties - most of which were homes of 
multiple occupancy - in Nelson Ward and said that the council was tackling that issue by making 
sure that all of them had to be licensed and come up to minimum standards.   There was concern 
about antisocial behaviour in the town and the plight of people who were homeless.   It was 
agreed that there would be a meeting of some Civic Society members  and councillors to see how 
best to tackle these issues.


All agreed on the importance of education and the Principal of East Norfolk 6th Form College 
spoke about the excellent results that her students achieve and they were encouraged to return 
and work in the area after taking their degrees.   The importance of apprenticeships was also 
acknowledged.


Annual General Meeting. 

All officers and committee members were re-elected and Dr. Catherine Richards, Principal of East 
Norfolk Sixth Form College was appointed to the committee.   The annual Report and accounts 
were accepted.  An electronic version the Annual Report is available on the Website and printed 
copies may be obtained at the meetings.


During the meeting Paul Patterson produced his stunning sculpture to go on the Vauxhall 
roundabout.  It received the full support of everyone present and Carl Smith said he would 
discuss it with the Highways Authority and Norfolk County Council.  Details and photographs in 
Annual Report. 


October 29.  Norse Environmental Waste Services (NEWS) Visit.  Report by john Smail 

Ten Civic Society members met at NEWS in Costessey, Norwich, for a tour of the recycling 
centre. 

We were first taken to the boardroom where Steve Jenkins, Contracts and Compliance Manager, 
outlined the way NEWS operated.  He explained that waste is taken from seven local councils 
around Norfolk, including kerbside collections of general waste, mixed recyclables, and glass.  
The Costessey depot is open from 6am to 6pm daily and has about 60 workers. All lorries are 
weighed in and weighed out.  The depot has a very efficient separation process that enables 



clean recyclable material to be sold and 
manufactured into new products, and 
not go to landfill. 

After further health and safety 
information, including fire hazard due 
to dust levels, we donned hi-viz jackets 
and headphones with mics (essential for 
communication due to the high level of 
noise), and were taken to an area 
where conveyor belts constantly 
transfer material that was being 
unloaded from lorries below.  In this 
area, material passes through a 
machine with different sized rollers that 
separated out different sizes and 
allowed some objects to fall out, eg. 
cans and bottles.  In the next area, 

several people were manually removing certain objects that were not suitable for recycling, eg 
large plastic bags, brown cardboard, etc.  The rapid speed at which the conveyor belt passed 
through here was remarkable.  Following this, we saw how materials not dealt with at Costessy, 
eg. metal cans, low quality plastic, etc. were baled up for transfer to a different depot. 

After returning to the boardroom, we held a questions and answers session and found that, 
whilst the Costessey depot recycles a great deal, some material is taken elsewhere to be dealt 
with more economically.  Also that nappies in recyclable bins are a constant problem! 

All in all, highly interesting and informative afternoon out.  

November 12 North Quay Development. 

Thirty members of the Society met to discuss the proposed development on North Quay and 
below is a report of that meeting and the answers to questions posed by the development team.  
If you have comments to make on the development you can submit your comments to 
www.great-yarmouth.gov.uk/planning-consultations or email your comments to  

localplan@great-yarmouth.gov.uk   

NORTH QUAY DEVELOPMENT IDEAS 

Report by Hugh Sturzaker on behalf of Civic Society of Great Yarmouth 

Introduction 

The North Quay site consists of 4 hectares of light industrial and commercial buildings, yards and 
carparks, two areas of open land with a row of houses, three of which are listed.  The area under 
consideration extends southwards from the Fuller’s Hill roundabout to the Lovewell Blake offices.  
The north and eastern parts are part of a conservation area and with climate change there is 
thought to be a 1 in 200 chance of flooding.   


On Tuesday 12 June 30 members of the Civic Society of Great Yarmouth met to discuss ideas for 
the development of the site and below is a summary of their views.


Housing 

This should be the main component of the development and with great views of Breydon Water, 
the closeness to the railway station and easy access to the town centre makes it a prime 
residential site.   It is important that Great Yarmouth attracts people who have money to spend in 
the town and the housing should aim to attract such people.   The housing needs to be of 
excellent quality, eco-friendly with minimal heat loss.  It was suggested that heat pumps could 

http://www.great-yarmouth.gov.uk/planning-consultations
mailto:localplan@great-yarmouth.gov.uk


extract heart from the river.  A mixture of houses and apartments with parking below them is 
suggested.  The maximum heights to be 3-4 storeys.


All present felt strongly that the existing houses and the old Sea Food Restaurant should be 
retained.  Some are in a poor state of repair but could be made into attractive homes.


Businesses 

Some provision for offices was thought desirable.  A building which would house a number of 
businesses would be ideal and especially if it had facilities for start up businesses.   People were 
concerned that many local people went off to university and did not return to Great Yarmouth 
which produced a skills shortage in the town.


It was suggested that the Winter Gardens might be relocated to the site but if it were to attract 
large numbers of people there would not be adequate parking in the area.


Retail, food and drink 

It was felt that retail provision was not required apart from a small convenience store as it would 
draw shoppers away from the town centre.  However, the provision of cafes, bars and restaurants 
would be important to help generate a community spirit and draw people to the area.


Recreation. 

A riverside walk (Wide enough for people and children to move freely)  lined by trees was essential 
as well as plenty of planted up areas and trees throughout the development.  A park and 
recreational area was also supported.

A Marina was suggested but it was felt that this would take up too much land and was badly 
situated as far as the bridges were concerned.


Schooling and health services 

This development would increase the number of people in the area but it was felt that these 
facilities should not be provided in this development.  However these matters do need to be 
considered by those bodies providing health and education services.


An iconic building 

A tall feature building to one side of the site would provide amazing views of Breydon Water and 
of the town and could be an iconic feature of this new development.


Traffic issues 

The development will increase the amount of traffic coming into and out of North Quay and this 
needs to be considered.


A cycle lane linking the new development to the railway station and to the town would be helpful.


There was a great deal of unhappiness about the state of the railway station which must be one of 
the worst in East Anglia and gives a very poor welcome to visitors.   There is urgent need for a 
complete re-vamp of the station.


We are concerned that Great Yarmouth consists of many somewhat isolated areas: Seafront, 
Market Place, South Quay, Pleasure Beach, Waterways, Hall Quay etc and now North Quay.  It is 
important to bring them together.   A tram going round the town was suggested but it would be 
expensive to install.  A robotic electric vehicle covering the same course could overcome the cost 
of putting down a track.  Such a service and encouragement for people to use bicycles could help 
with the traffic problems.




Question 1   We agree on the constraints you have covered in the Supplementary Planning 
Document.  To them we would add the need to consult with the health and education bodies 
about the need for extra provision of these services outside the North Quay Development.  In 
addition the need to consider the increased traffic generated by the development.


This is a great opportunity to develop first class housing in a wonderful site with easy access to 
the railway station (which now has much improved trains) and the town centre.  It is hoped that 
such a development will attract people who have money to spend in the town.  A tree lined 
riverside walk - eventually linking up with South Quay - would be a great attraction particularly if 
there were some food and drink outlets.


Question 2.  The flood risk could be mitigated by either raising up the flood defences or the level 
of the land.


Question 3.  Nothing to add to the overall proposed content of the Supplementary Planning 
Document.


Question 4. The area should be mainly residential, built to a very high standard and eco-friendly 
with the aim to attract people who have money to spend in the town.  Such a development will 
act as a nucleus to encourage other people to come and live here.


Question 5.  The site should be mainly residential with good recreational areas and riverside walk.  
There should be some office space preferably in one or two buildings.   There needs to be 
provision of some food and drink outlets to develop a community spirit.    These will also 
encourage people along the riverside walk.


Question 6. All the houses and the old Sea Food Restaurant along North Quay should be 
retained.


Question 7.  Buildings to be limited to 3-4 storeys in height with the exception of one tall building.


Question 8.  Houses and apartments with parking  underneath.


Question 9.  The increased number of people living and visiting here will increase the need for 
more educational and health needs in the area.  It will also increase the traffic into and out of 
North Quay.


———————————————————————————————————————————


TREES ON SOUTH QUAY.  Soil analysis on South Quay has confirmed that there is heavy 
contamination of the soil and advice is being taken as to whether there are any trees which could 
be grown here.


MEMBERSHIP FEES 

These are due for the year starting in October.  You may pay your £10 annual subscription at 
forthcoming meetings or by completing the application form.  Alternatively you may pay by Bank 
Transfer to:

	 Sort Code 30-99-97  Account:  31018468:  Please give your Surname as reference 

If you pay income tax and are eligible for Gift Aid would you please complete the necessary 
form and either send it to John Burroughs or hand it in at a forthcoming meeting so that we 
may claim £2.50 on your membership fee.


At £10 a year it means that each meeting or event costs you less than £1 a time - assuming 
you attend all of them! -  and I do urge you to do your best at encouraging new members to 
join the Society.


Hugh Sturzaker





