
 
Newsletter Number 14 

First may I thank the many of you who sent cards and good wishes and those who signed the 
card circulated at the last meeting following the stroke I had nearly five weeks ago.   I am pleased 
to report that I have made an excellent recovery and managed to score 100% in my recent mental 
test.


RECENT TALK 

February 25 Lady Agnew, High Sheriff of Norfolk.  “Reflections on my year as High Sheriff”.   
Regrettably I was in hospital so missed this talk by Clare Agnew who is also a member of the 
Civic Society.  She covered many aspects of her time as High Sheriff and answered a great many  
questions.


FUTURE EVENTS 

In line with government restrictions because of the Corona Virus Pandemic all future talks and 
events have been put on hold and these include the next two talks.  Both are extremely important 
and I have asked the speakers if there is anyway we could perhaps stream them to your 
computers and, if this is possible, we will let you know.  However, the next two talks planned, 
which are shown below, will NOT take place at Christchurch

 

April, 14 Sheila Oxtoby the Borough’s CEO and Darren Barker, Principal Conservation Officer.  
“Vision and Plans for the development of Great Yarmouth”.


May. 12  David Allfrey and Richard Hayman.  “Building the Third river Crossing”.


EVENTS ON HOLD 

Awards to retail premises, businesses, food and drink premises and six day market traders have 
been postponed until 2021.  We have added a fifth category “Hair and Beauty”.


Mediaeval Fayre postponed until August 2021


Planters being made by East Coast College students to go around St.George’sTheatre.   Work on  
these stopped when the College closed and, hopefully, will be resumed when they return to 
College.


Trees around the town.  On 4 March a small group of us did a walk around the town with  
Graeme Watson, who is in charge of the Borough’s trees, suggesting where trees might be 
planted.    We hope to take this project forwards.


Middlegate Project.  Our hopes to improve the gardens on the Middlegate Estate are on  hold 
because of the stay at home policy.


Lighting in the Rows.  Following our suggestions the lights have been purchased but are still 
waiting to be installed




Greening up.  Ann Hacon, Angela Powley and Clare Southern have been very busy planting bulbs 
around the town, tidying up flower beds and creating new ones - particularly around the 
Blackfriars area.  Do go and see what they have done.


Rebuilding one or more town gates.  Paul Patterson has been generating a great deal of 
positive support for the rebuilding of New Gate (Near St. George’s Theatre) and Market Gate by 
articles on social media.


In these uncertain times I am sure you are considering the many people far worse off than 
ourselves.  I am, therefore attaching an email I had yesterday from Lady Agnew which is self 
explanatory.   


Dear Hugh
 
In admist all the chaos and difficulties of the current coronavirus crisis I am making an urgent appeal
 
Great Yarmouth Foodbank needs your help
 
They are a well established charity that has been helping people for years but on 16th March they 
started up a hotline and food delivery service in order to get food to those most affected by the current 
crisis ie those who are self-isolating and unable to get food in any other way (eg they have no money 
or no-one who is able to get food for them).  
 
In the first few days they gave away 75 food parcels, I fear the number of those individuals and 
families needing them is going to go up dramatically as people run out of their current supplies of 
food, run out of money, or their social structures creak under the strain of the crisis.  The GY 
Foodbank is already very generously supported by the supermarkets in the town, but we need more – 
especially as the supermarkets have less spare food at the moment with lots of people bulk buying
 
These are our neighbours, they live in our local town and they need your help
 
Ways in which you can help:
 
1. Send them some money.  Bank details are:

Account name: St Mary Magdalene PCC
Account number: 24245768
Sort Code: 77-66-08
Reference: Foodbank
 
OR cheque payable to St Mary Magdalene PCC, posted to the Vicarage, 41 Nuffield Crescent, 
Gorleston, Great Yarmouth, NR31 7LL. 
              
This will be ringfenced for the Foodbank emergency delivery service
 
2. Give your time to help (eg packing food parcels, delivering to doorsteps, manning the hotline, 

collecting donated food, supporting with admin).  Please 
contact anna.heydon@togethernorfolk.org.uk

 
3. Give food (contact Anna as above or visit https://www.greatyarmouthfoodbank.co.uk/ )

 
4. Would you forward this on to any contacts or friends who might be supportive of Yarmouth

 
 
Any assistance, LOTS of assistance, gratefully received
 
Best wishes
Clare
 

mailto:anna.heydon@togethernorfolk.org.uk
https://www.greatyarmouthfoodbank.co.uk/


In addition, offers of help or donations may be made to the Borough Council at 0808 1962236 or 
email enquiries@great-yarmouth.gov.uk  


Alternatively, donations may be made to the Norfolk Community Foundation (ref: Covid-19 
Response Fund) at Norfolk Community Foundation, St. James Mill, Whitefriars, Norwich, NR3 1TN 
(Tel. 01603 623958).


In spite of all the gloom let us remember that spring is here and attached are a few photographs I 
took of my garden yesterday. 



 


 


All the very best and stay healthy,

Hugh Sturzaker


I am giving up my old email address and resorting to hsturzaker@icloud.com 
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